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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Yamauchi (US 6,819,422). 

Yamauchi discloses a measuring method for immunochromatographic test strip 
comprising: 

In regards to claim 1, a measuring device for immunochromatographic test strip 
10, arranged to irradiate measurement light onto an immunochromatographic test strip 
10 and to measure light from the immunochromatographic test strip 10, the measuring 
device comprising a photodiode 36 for receiving the light from the 
immunochromatographic test strip 10 (Column 15, lines 1-4); and 

a light shielding member 150 provided between the immunochromatographic test 
strip 10 and the photodiode 36, and having a plurality of light paths 32 for guiding part of 
the light from the immunochromatographic test strip 10 to the photodiode 36, wherein 
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the plurality of light paths 32 are juxtaposed along a direction in which a colored portion 
of line shape formed on the immunochromatographic test strip 10 extends (Column 38, 
lines 1-5 and Fig. 1). 

In regards to claim 2, a width of the light paths is not more than a width of the 
colored portion of line shape 18 (Column 32, lines 8-10). 

In regards to claim 3, the light paths 32 are hole portions 35 formed in the light 
shielding member 150 (Column 23, lines 1-4 and Fig. 1). 

In regards to claim 4, an inside diameter of the hole portions 35 is not more 
than a width of the colored portion of line shape 18 (Column 32, lines 3-4 and Fig. 5). 

In regards to claim 5, the number of said photodiode 36 is set to be not less 
than 1 and not more than the number of said light paths 32 (Fig. 1 ). 

In regards to claim 6, the light from the immunochromatographic test strip 10 is 
reflected light of the measurement light irradiated onto the immunochromatographic test 
strip 10 (Column 44, lines 5-8 and Figs. 9 & 10). 

In regards to claim 7, the light from the immunochromatographic test strip 10 is 
transmitted light of the measurement light irradiated onto the immunochromatographic 
test strip 10 (Column 50, lines 1-4). 

In regards to claim 8, the immunochromatographic test strip 10 is moved 
relative to a detection optical system 30 including the photodiode 36 and the light paths, 
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in parallel with a moving direction of an antigen or antibody on the 
immunochromatographic test strip 10 (Column 7, lines 2-5). 

In regards to claim 9, a plurality of detection optical systems 30 each including 
the photodiode 36 and the light paths are juxtaposed (Columns 13 & 8, lines 1-4 and 
Fig. 3). 

And in regards to claim 10, A measuring device for immunochromatographic 
test strip 10 comprising a table 24 on which an immunochromatographic test strip 10 is 
to be mounted; a light emitting diode 21 for emitting light toward the table 24; a 
photodiode 36 for receiving light coming from the table 24 (Column 20, lines 2-6); and 

a light shielding member 150 disposed between the table and the photodiode, 
wherein the light emitting diode and the photodiode 136 move relative to the table 24 in 
a predetermined direction, and wherein a plurality of light paths penetrating the light 
shielding member from the table 24 side to the photodiode 136 side are formed in 
juxtaposition in a direction intersecting with the predetermined direction, in the light 
shielding member 150 (Column 38, lines 1-5 and Figs. 3 & 4). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to IYABO S. ALLI whose telephone number is 571-270- 
1331. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th 7:30am- 5:00pm; 1st F-OFF & 
2nd F- 7:30-4pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrell McKinnon can be reached on 571-272-4797. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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Examiner 
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